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The Medici 


Citizens and Masters 


epiteo gy Robert Black . John E. Law 


The Medici controlled fifteenth- 
century Florence. Other _ Ital- 
ian rulers treated Lorenzo the 
Magnificent (1449-1492) as an 
equal. To his close associates, he 
was “the boss” (“master of the 
workshop”). But Lorenzo liked 
to say that he was just another 
Florentine citizen. Were the 
Medici like the kings, princes, 
and despots of contemporary 
Italy? Or were they just power- 
ful citizens? The Medici: Citizens 
and Masters offers a novel, com- 
parative approach to answering 
these questions. It sets Medici 
rule against princely states such as Milan and Ferrara. It asks how 
much the Medici changed Florence and contrasts their supremacy 
with earlier Florentine regimes. Its contributors take diverse per- 
spectives, focusing on politics, political thought, social history, 
economic policy, religion and the church, humanism, intellectual 
history, Italian literature, theater, festivals, music, imagery, iconog- 
raphy, architecture, historiography, and marriage. The book will 
interest students of history, Renaissance studies, Italian literature, 
and art history as well as anyone keen to learn about one of his- 
tory’s most colorful, influential, and puzzling families. 


Robert Black is Professor Emeritus of Renaissance History at the 
University of Leeds. John E. Law is a Reader in History at Swansea 
University. 
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Kinyras 
The Divine Lyre 


John Curtis Franklin 


Contributions by Wolfgang Heimpel 


KINYRAS 


Kinyras, in Greco-Roman sources, 
THE DIVINE LYRE 


is the central culture-hero of 
early Cyprus: legendary king, 
metallurge, Agamemnon’s (faith- 
less) ally, Aphrodite’s — priest, 
father of Myrrha and Adonis, rival 
of Apollo, ancestor of the Paph- 
ian priest-kings (and much more). 
Kinyras increased in depth and 
complexity with the demonstra- 
tion in 1968 that Kinnaru—the 
divinized temple-lyre—was_ ven- 
erated at Ugarit, an important 
Late Bronze Age city just oppo- 
site Cyprus on the Syrian coast. 
John Curtis Franklin seeks to 
harmonize Kinyras as a mythological symbol of pre-Greek Cyprus 
with what is known of ritual music and deified instruments in the 
Bronze Age Near East, using evidence going back to early Meso- 
potamia. Franklin addresses issues of ethnicity and identity; migra- 
tion and colonization, especially the Aegean diaspora to Cyprus, 
Cilicia, and Philistia in the Early Iron Age; cultural interface of Hel- 
lenic, Eteocypriot, and Levantine groups on Cyprus; early Greek 
poetics, epic memory, and myth-making; performance traditions 
and music archaeology; royal ideology and ritual poetics; and a 
host of specific philological and historical issues arising from the 
collation of classical and Near Eastern sources. Kinyras includes a 
vital background study of divinized balang-harps in Mesopotamia 
by Wolfgang Heimpel. Illustrations and artwork by Glynnis Fawkes. 
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John Curtis Franklin is Associate Professor of Classics at 

the University of Vermont. Wolfgang Heimpel is Professor 
Emeritus of Near Eastern Studies at the University of California, 
Berkeley. 
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